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2026 Solo Trans-Tasman Challenge 

Notice of Race1 
Race Start 30 May 2026  

The Organising Authority is Opua Cruising Club (OCC) , with the co-operation of 
Southport Yacht Club (SYS).   

This Notice of Race states the requirements that a yacht and the skipper must meet to 
enter the race. The Sailing Instructions provide details of how the race will be run on the 
water. All yachts must meet all requirements of this Notice of Race to be acknowledged 
as an accepted entrant.   

The 2026 Solo Trans-Tasman Challenge starts at 1200 hours on Saturday 30th May 2026, 
and finishes in Southport, Queensland, Australia.   
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Notes:   

• All time and date references are NZ Standard Time 
• All fees are in NZ Dollars and include GST 
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1. RULES 
1.1. The race will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing 

(RRS). The prescriptions of Yachting New Zealand shall apply for the race. The 
RRS will be changed as Follows. The RRS will be changed as follows: 

1.1.1. Between the hours of official sunset and sunrise and when 
motoring, the rules of Part 2 will be replaced by the right-of-way rules of the 
International Regulations Preventing Collisions at Sea. 

1.1.2. RRS 41 will be changed to allow outside assistance for repairs (see 
clause 5.1) and RRS 41(c) revised to define internet usage. (see clause 5.2) 

1.1.3. RRS 44.1 is changed so that the two-turn penalty is replaced by a 
One-Turn Penalty including one tack and one gybe. 

1.1.4. RRS 47 is changed by adding the following sentence to the rule: 
“However, a boat that discards biodegradable sail stops when setting sail or 
discards biodegradable table scraps shall be exonerated from this rule”. 

1.1.5. RRS 52; Manual Power, shall not apply. 

1.1.6. Time penalties to be applied by Race Management to any boat 
failing to report each time as required by the race schedules without a 
hearing. 

1.1.7. The Sailing Instructions may also change other racing rules, as 
permitted by RRS. 

1.2. All yachts shall comply with Yachting New Zealand (YNZ) Safety Regulations 
2025-2028 Part II, Category 1.  The following will also apply: 

1.2.1. Yachts shall carry communications equipment. All yachts will 
carry a satellite communication system.   

1.2.1.1. The satellite communication system shall be powered on, and able 
to receive voice calls at all times.  

1.2.1.2. Yachts shall provide the sat phone number and satellite system 
email address to Race Management. Yachts must produce evidence that 
their satellite voice and e-mail communications are functioning properly. 

1.2.2. All boats shall carry an AIS transponder, capable of transmitting 
and receiving AIS data. 

1.2.3. Boats shall carry a tracking device supplied by the organising 
authority.  A boat on which this tracking device fails or ceases to operate may 
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be required to provide additional position reports in accordance with the 
Sailing Instructions. 

1.3. CHARTS The following paper charts must be carried as a minimum. 

1.3.1. NZ51 Tauroa Point to Cape Brett 

1.3.2. NZ5125 Bay of Islands 

1.3.3. NZ14601/INT601 Tasman Sea NZ to SE Australia 

1.3.4. NZ14602/INT602 Tasman and Coral Seas, Australia to Northern 
New Zealand and Fiji 

1.3.5. AUS814 Point Danger to Cape Moreton 

2. PENALTIES 
2.1. A boat which touches a starting or finishing mark and does not take a One-Turn 

Penalty as described in RRS 44.1 and RRS 44.2 will receive a one-hour elapsed 
time penalty. 

2.2. Any boat that consistently fails to report their position as required by the race 
schedules may have a 1% elapsed time penalty applied for each report missed 
unless exonerating reasons are provided in the race finish declaration (refer to 
clause 9.2).   

 

3. EPIRB REQUIREMENTS 
3.1. In addition to Yachting New Zealand (YNZ) Safety Regulations 2025-2028 Part 

II, Category 1 EPIRP requirements, it is also compulsory for a personal GPS 
enabled 406 MHZ EPIRB to be carried on the skipper at all times. 

4. POSITION REPORTING 
4.1. Boats shall comply with the detailed reporting instructions that Race 

Management will publish in the Sailing Instructions. 

5. OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE 
5.1. During the race, a boat may put in anywhere and anchor or moor for any 

purpose. It may be towed/motored provided that the total of any such 
towing/motoring can be shown not to have advantaged the boat to windward or 
towards the finish. When so anchored or moored other people may come 
aboard to effect repairs providing the boat continues in the race with the same 
stores and equipment as prior to seeking assistance.  This changes RRS 41. 
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5.2. RRS 41(c) is changed to read: “Help in the form of information freely available 
to all boats and any publicly offered internet or broadcast weather information 
from sources available to all Skippers, whether on a subscription or free basis 
is allowable. Allowable internet sourced services received by a boat while 
racing must be computer generated and not have any direct human input from 
outside the boat.  Skippers may use any means to retrieve the data.  Accessing 
other information during the race will be considered a violation of this rule.” 

6. ENTRY & ELIGIBILITY 

6.1. A skipper may apply for a place on the provisional entry list by completing and 

returning the Provisional Application Form. 

6.1.1. A colour photo of the boat under sail and the head and shoulders of 

the skipper must be provided ASAP after provisional entry accepted. 

6.2. Race Entries must be completed by the closing date of 1600 hours Saturday 25th 

October 2025.   

6.3. Subject to spaces still being available late entries will be accepted up to 1600 

hours Friday 27th March 2026. 

6.4. Boats shall be New Zealand registered ships, or for overseas boats, an equivalent 

registration. 

6.5. The race is open to all monohulls and multihulls not less that 9 metres in hull 

length that meet the requirements of YNZ Safety Regulations Part 11, Category 1 

or equivalent from country of origin.  Boats under 9 metres and who meet the same 

requirements may apply for dispensation to enter.  The race committee will 

consider the experience of the skipper and soundness of the boat and a written 

response will be provided. 

6.5.1. Every boat shall have a current Category 1 (or country of origin 
equivalent) safety certificate and be available for a YNZ pre-race inspection 
as per an inspection schedule provided by the organising authority.   

6.5.1.1. All Category 1 documentation including service certificates of all 
equipment (e.g. Life Jackets, Jon Buoy / Dan Buoy, Life Raft etc.) to be 
provided to the Race Management. 

6.6. The boat must have logged at least 1000nm of open water sailing either solo or 

crewed.  Logs of the 1000nm shall be presented at the pre-race inspection. 

6.7. The boat shall be ready in all respects for a mandatory pre-race safety inspection 

by 0800 hours on Sunday 17th May 2026. 
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6.7.1. Every boat will be inspected with the skipper in attendance, for 

compliance with its safety certificate; this Notice of Race; the Sailing 

Instructions and its ability to safely take part in the race.   

6.7.1.1. Boats that do not pass the inspection may remedy any defects and 

request a further inspection.  Any boat that does not pass an inspection 

within 24 hours of the race start, will be deemed to have withdrawn from the 

race. 

6.8. The organising authority reserves the right to refuse, for whatever reason, any 

entry. 

6.9. The organising authority reserves the right to decide the eligibility of any entrant 

based on the experience of the Skipper. 

6.9.1. In special circumstances a boat owner may seek approval from 

Race Management to replace one skipper with another properly qualified 

skipper providing it is no closer than one month from the start. 

6.10. The skipper shall gain and provide to Race Management, written clearance to race 

from a medical provider. To be submitted prior to mandatory pre-race safety 

inspection.   

6.11. To be eligible to compete in this event all Skippers shall be financial members of a 

yacht club affiliated to a National Authority. 

6.12. The skipper shall complete a single-handed qualifying cruise in the entered boat 

of not less than 500 nautical miles (nm) of open sea without anchoring or putting 

into port before late entries close, unless prior approval has been granted by Race 

Management to use the delivery cruise as the qualifier.  Logs/screenshots of the 

500nm voyage shall be emailed to the race Management on completion. 

6.13. Skippers shall have a current certificate from an approved Advanced Sea Survival 

course provider.  To be submitted prior to mandatory pre-race safety inspection.   

6.14. Skippers shall hold a current certificate from an approved Advanced Offshore First 

Aid course provider. To be submitted prior to mandatory pre-race safety 

inspection.   

6.15. Skippers of New Zealand registered boats are responsible for ensuring they and 

their vessel meet the requirements under section 21 of the Maritime Transport Act 

and apply for an International Voyage Certificate (Pleasure Craft). 
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7. CONDITIONS OF ENTRY  

7.1. By submitting a race entry, all Skippers acknowledge and accept:  

7.1.1. To be bound by all the rules and conditions of the race 

7.1.2. They are familiar with and understand the Racing Rules of Sailing. 

7.1.3. Attention has been drawn to the RRS Fundamental Rule 3 “Decision 

to Race” which states “The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate 

in a race or to continue racing is hers alone”. 

8. ACCEPTANCE CERTIFICATE 

8.1. A skipper shall have an Acceptance Certificate to take his/her place on the Start 

line. It will be issued to a skipper who: 

8.1.1. Has successfully passed a mandatory pre-race safety inspection  

8.1.2. Has attended all official briefing sessions, unless dispensation from 

Race Management has been agreed. 

8.1.3. Has completed all race forms/documentation requested. 

8.1.4. Has paid any outstanding monies owing to Race Management. 

8.2. A skipper who is not issued with an Acceptance Certificate will have to delay 

his/her start until all requirements are met.  A boat that does not cross the start 

within twenty-four hours of the official race start will be disqualified and deemed 

DNC.   

9. FINISHING 

9.1. To gain an official placing a boat must cross the finishing line no later than 20 

days from the start. 

9.2. Immediately after finishing the skipper will be required to sign a declaration that 

he/she has sailed the race in accordance with the rules. 

9.2.1. If any rule has been broken, the skipper will need to give a full 

account of the circumstances, establishing to what extent, if any, the boat's 

progress towards the finish was helped by the breach in question. 

9.2.2. The Protest Committee will determine the penalty to be imposed, 

where applicable. 
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10. DIVISIONS 

10.1. The following divisions will apply 

10.1.1. Adventure Monohull 

10.1.2. Adventure Multihull 

10.1.3. PHRF 

10.1.3.1. Current PHRF Certificate must be suppled before mandatory pre-

race inspection.   

11. PRIZES 

11.1. Prizes will be awarded to overall line honours, line honours and general 

handicap in Adventure Monohull and Adventure Multihull, PHRF overall. 

11.2. Prize Giving will be held at a function at the Southport Yacht Club when the bulk 

of the boats have finished 

12. DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY 

12.1. Skippers who participate in any OCC event do so entirely at their own risk. Refer 

to RRS Fundamental Rule 3. OCC, it’s members, officers, volunteers, 

employees, agents and race organisers will not accept any liability for material 

damage, personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with or prior to, 

during or after the event.  

12.2. OCC will make starting signals unless in Race Managements’ opinion it is 

manifestly unsafe for yachts to race. Each yacht shall exercise her responsibility 

under RRS Fundamental Rule 3 and decide whether to start or continue to race.  

12.3. OCC it’s members, officers, volunteers, employees, agents and race organisers 

are not responsible for the seaworthiness of a yacht whose entry is accepted 

and/or the sufficiency / adequacy of its equipment or the competence of its 

skippers. 
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13. ADVERTISING and PROMOTION 

13.1. All individual boat advertising must be declared before Race Entry closes and 

must not conflict with the interest of the event sponsor unless dispensation is 

granted. 

13.2. Boats will be required to display advertising chosen and supplied by the organising 

authority in accordance with World Sailing Advertising Code. 

13.3. By participating in the event, a competitor automatically grants to the Organising 

Authority and the sponsors of the event, the right in perpetuity, to make, use and 

show, from time to time and at their discretion, any motion pictures, still pictures 

and live, taped or film television and other reproductions of him/her during the 

period of the competition and their yacht, for said event in which the competitor 

participated and, in all material, related to the said event without compensation. 

13.4. All those who take part in the event as Skippers agree to be overflown by a drone 

during the duration of the event, this includes your person and your property 

(boats).   

14. INSURANCE 

14.1. Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance 

with a minimum cover of minimum cover of five million dollars (NZ$5m) and a 

recommended cover of ten million dollars (NZ$10m) for the race.  

14.1.1. A minimum of $10 million public liability insurance is required for all 

vessels berthed in the SYC marina. 

14.2. Evidence of insurance shall be provided by 0800 hours Sunday 17th May 2026. 

15.  FEES 
14.1 The full entry fee is $1,750 to be paid in two parts:   

15.1.1. Provisional entry application accepted - $600 

15.1.2. Balance of entry fee due one month after entries close- $1,150  

15.2. Full entry feel ($1,750) plus penalty ($500) total late entry fee - $2,250  

15.3. Yachts failing to return a tracking device will be charged the full cost to replace 

the tracking device 
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16. SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 

16.1. The Sailing Instructions will be available on the Solo Trans-Tasman Yacht 

Challenge website from Monday 2nd March 2026 and will take precedence over 

this Notice of Race and, where they differ, over documents previously issued. 

17. COURSE 

17.1. The race will start off the Opua Cruising Club, Opua and finish at Southport, 

Queensland, Australia in a northerly direction between the seaward end of the 

‘Sand Bypass Jetty and coordinates at 27º56.315’S, 153º 26.500’E. 

18. BERTHING  
18.1 Prior to Race in Opua 

18.1.1. Boats must be berthed on a marina or swing mooring in Opua by 

1600 hours Saturday 16th May 2026. Race Management will endeavour to 

arrange moorings or marinas at Bay of Islands marina for all race Skippers. 

Bay of Islands Marina usual terms and conditions will apply 

18.2. Post Race in Southport 

18.2.1. Berthage will be arranged at the SYC for the three days immediately 

after finishing for each boat.  Southport Yacht Club Marina usual terms and 

conditions will apply 

18.2.2. Contact the SYC Waterfront Manager to book further marina 

berthage. 
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19. SUMMARY OF DOCUMENTATION & CERTIFICATION REQUIRED 

Item Date for submission NOR 

Reference 

Complete Full Entry Form 1600 hours Sunday 25th 
October 2026 (Or as per 
late entry) 

6.2, 6.3 

Digital colour head and shoulders photo 
of skipper 

ASAP after provisional 
entry accepted 

6.1.1 

Digital colour photo of the boat, plus 
photo of boat with full sails for Search and 
Rescue and Website 

1600 hours Saturday 
25th October 2026 (Or 
as per late entry) 

Sailing 
Instructions 

Documentation/ copies of certificates to be provided to Race Management on or 
before mandatory pre-race inspection as follows; 

Ship Registration 

Colour copy of Skipper Passport 

Current YNZ Category 1 Safety Certificate (or overseas equivalent) 

All Category 1 documentation including service certificates of all equipment e.g. Life 
Jackets, Jon Buoy / Dan Buoy, Life Raft details – make, model, where it is stored 

Current PHRF Certificate for those entering PHRF Division 

Evidence of registration and HEX numbers of all 406 beacons on board 

Current NZ Coastguard Offshore Medic or Yachting NZ Offshore Medic course or 
Australian Advanced First Aid certificate (or equivalent) 

NZ Registered Yachts Only – copy of Current International Voyage Certificate 
(Pleasure Craft) 
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Copy of Notification to the Director – Maritime New Zealand of their intended voyage. 

Insurance certificate 

Overseas arrivals only - MPI exemption & clean hull compliance to enter NZ 

Evidence the boat has logged at least 1000nm of open water sailing either solo or 
crewed. 

Evidence of the skipper having completed a single-handed qualifying cruise in the 
entered boat of not less than 500 nautical miles 

Medical clearance (GP letter) 

 

20. SCHEDULE OF KEY DATES 
 

Event Dates NOR 
Reference 

Race Start 1200 hours 30th May 2026 Introduction 

Race entry closes 1600 hours Saturday 25th 
October 

6.2 

Late entries may be accepted up 
to  

1600 hours Friday 27th March 
2026 

6.3 

Medical clearance  Within three months before 
start 

6.7 

Single handed qualifying miles 
(500nm) 

Before late entries close 
(unless prior approval by race 
committee for delivery cruise 
to qualify)  

6.9 
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Boats in Opua  1600 hours Saturday 16th May 
2026 

18.1.1 

Compulsory skipper briefing 0900 - 1200 Thursday 28th May 
2026 

Sailing 
Instructions 

Boats shall be ready for mandatory 
pre-race safety inspection with all 
required documentation.   

0800 hours Sunday 17th May 
2026 

6.7 

Boats that do not pass inspection 
may remedy defects and request a 
further inspection which must be 
completed and passed  

prior to 24 hours of race start 
 

6.7.1.1 

Sailing instructions available on 
website 

Monday, 2nd March 2026 16.1 

To gain an official place a boat 
must cross the finishing line no 
later than 

1700 hours, 20 days from the 
start (Friday 19th June 2026) 

9.1 

 

21. SCHEDULE OF SOCIAL & SPONSOR EVENTS 

Event  

Sponsors Evening Monday, 25th May 2026 

Family and friends dinner Opua Cruising Club, Thursday 28th May 2026 

Prizegiving (Southport Yacht Club) TBA 

 

22. CONTACTS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

 Name Email Phone 

Race Officer Celia Carson Celiacarson@xtra.co.nz  
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Race 
Management 

Julie Kidman race@transtasmanchallenge.org 
+64 (021) 
877651 

Safety Officer 
Ian 
Templeman 

ianandmerry@xtra.co.nz 
+64 (021) 
712 6898 

Protest 
Committee 
Chair 

TBC   

Opua Cruising 
Club 

Terry Dunn management@opuacruisingclub.co.nz 
+ 64 (021) 
11527584 

Bay of Islands 
Marina 

Marina 
Manager 

info@boimarina.co.nz 
+64 (09) 
402 7124 

Southport 
Yacht Club 

Matthew 
Dickinson 

yachting.manager@sycgc.com.au 
+61 (04) 
99181707 

 


